Sorbitol-bile salts broth was modified by the addition of 0.5% peptone for the enrichment of Yersinia enterocolitica in nonfood samples. A quantitative comparison was made of the growth of Y. enterocolitica in sorbitol-bile salts broth and peptone-sorbitol-bile salts broth at 22°C. Incubation for 48 h resulted in an average 7.79 logl0 increase in a viable cell number for six serotypes with peptone-sorbitolbile salts broth compared with an average 1.85 log10 increase for sorbitol-bile salts broth. Recovery from seeded seawater showed a greater than 100-fold increase in sensitivity with peptone-sorbitol-bile salts broth enrichment. Isolation of indigenous Y. enterocolitica from fresh and marine waters was also significantly enhanced.
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Outbreaks of gastroenteritis associated with
Yersinia enterocolitica have been reported with increasing frequency in Europe, Canada, Japan, and the United States. Contaminated food products such as pork, beef, and raw and processed milk have been identified as sources of infection (4, 5, 11) , but in other cases drinking water has been identified as the source (9) . Typical strains of Y. enterocolitica have been isolated from drinking water and trout in Norway (8, 10) ; from tissues and feces of various animals in the United States which are associated with surface waters, including cattle, pigs, sheep, dogs, deer, mink, beaver, geese, rats, frogs, and snails (3, 5, 7, 8, 15, 16) . Y. enterocolitica has also been isolated from surface waters in the United States (3, 9, 12) and Canada (15) ; in one case of septicemia caused by Y. enterocolitica, the organism was traced to contaminated mountain stream water in New York State (9) . Thus a rapid, sensitive method for the isolation of Y. enterocolitica from environmental samples as well as foods is a high priority (11) .
Many laboratory methods have been suggested for the isolation of Y. enterocolitica from nonclinical samples. Most of these have incorporated the use of lengthy enrichment at refrigeration temperatures. Mehlman et al. (11) proposed the use of sorbitol-bile salts broth (SB), and this method is recommended in the Bacteriological Analytical Manual (17) . This broth was later modified by Aulisio et al. for use in a rapid method at room temperature (2).
In the original work of Mehlman and coworkers (11) and Aulisio et al. (2) Isolation of indigenous Y. enterocolitica from potable water system. Samples were obtained by filtration of a metered 100-gallon (ca. 378-liter) amount through presterilized epoxy-fiberglass filters (1) . Filters were aseptically transferred to presterilized 2-liter Nalgene wide-mouth bottles containing 1 liter of PSB. The bottles were returned to the laboratory at room temperature and incubated at 22°C for 10 days with occasional stirring. As a variation of the alkali method (2), 1 ml of broth culture was diluted in 10 The data for the recovery of Y. enterocolitica strain 867 from seeded seawater samples by enrichment in SB and PSB are presented in Table 3 . With PSB enrichment, typical Y. enterocolitica were isolated from all levels of inoculation and from the uninoculated seawater sample.
A comparison of frequency of isolation of naturally occurring Y. enterocolitica in fresh and marine waters is presented in Table 4 . Also, with epoxy-fiberglass filters, the PSB enrichment broth was successful in isolating indigenous Y. enterocolitica from public domestic drinking water systems.
During extensive environmental sampling, our laboratory experimented with the alkali treatment of Aulisio et al. (2) . Their method calls for immersing a 3-mm loopful of enrichment broth (0.04 ml) in a tube containing 0.1 ml of sterile KOH for a few seconds and then streaking to selective agar plates. To determine a consistent time of KOH treatment, our laboratory experimented with sequential time periods, i.e., 5-, 10 
